St. Luke 17 -24

Luke 17

Some Sayings of Jesus

Jesus® said to his disciples, "Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe to
anyone by whom they come! ?It would be better for you if a millstone were hung
around your neck and you were thrown into the sea than for you to cause one of these
little ones to stumble. * Be on your guard! If another disciple® sins, you must rebuke the
offender, and if there is repentance, you must forgive. *And if the same person sins
against you seven times a day, and turns back to you seven times and says, ‘Il repent,’
you must forgive.”

> The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” ® The Lord replied, “If you had faith
the size of a“ mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, '‘Be uprooted and
planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.

"“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or

tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the
table’? # Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron
and serve me while | eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? ® Do you thank the
slave for doing what was commanded? ' So you also, when you have done all that you
were ordered to do, say, 'We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to
have done!”

Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers

"' On the way to Jerusalem Jesus® was going through the region between Samaria and
Galilee. ?As he entered a village, ten lepers® approached him. Keeping their
distance, " they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” **When he saw
them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they
were made clean. '® Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back,
praising God with a loud voice. '® He prostrated himself at Jesus't feet and thanked him.
And he was a Samaritan. " Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other
nine, where are they? '® Was none of them found to return and give praise to God
except this foreigner?” ' Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith
has made you well.”
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The Coming of the Kingdom

20 Once Jesust was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, and
he answered, “The kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be
observed; 2! nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!" or ‘There it is!' For, in fact, the kingdom of
God is among® you.”

22 Then he said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you will long to see one of
the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 2 They will say to you, ‘Look there!’
or ‘Look here!" Do not go, do not set off in pursuit. 2 For as the lightning flashes and
lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day." % But
first he must endure much suffering and be rejected by this generation. 26 Just as it was
in the days of Noah, so too it will be in the days of the Son of Man. ¥ They were eating
and drinking, and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day Noah entered the
ark, and the flood came and destroyed all of them. 28 Likewise, just as it was in the days
of Lot: they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, #° but
on the day that Lot left Sodom, it rained fire and sulfur from heaven and destroyed all of
them 3° —it will be like that on the day that the Son of Man is revealed. *' On that day,
anyone on the housetop who has belongings in the house must not come down to take
them away; and likewise anyone in the field must not turn back. ** Remember Lot's
wife. 3 Those who try to make their life secure will lose it, but those who lose their life
will keep it. **1 tell you, on that night there will be two in one bed; one will be taken and
the other left. 3 There will be two women grinding meal together; one will be taken and
the other left."s 3" Then they asked him, “Where, Lord?" He said to them, “Where the
corpse is, there the vultures will gather.”

Luke 18

The Parable of the Widow and the Unjust Judge

Then Jesus® told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose
heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had
respect for people. ?In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying,
‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ * For a while he refused; but later he said to
himself, ‘Though | have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, ° yet because this
widow keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by
continually coming.”® ® And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. ’ And
will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he
delay long in helping them? 21 tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet,
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”
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The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector

?He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous
and regarded others with contempt: ' “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. ' The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying
thus, ‘God, | thank you that | am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or
even like this tax collector. 2| fast twice a week; | give a tenth of all my income.’ * But
the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his
breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ "1 tell you, this man went down to
his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled,
but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”

Jesus Blesses Little Children

'3 people were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them; and when the
disciples saw it, they sternly ordered them not to do it. ' But Jesus called for them and
said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these
that the kingdom of God belongs. " Truly | tell you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.”

The Rich Ruler

"8 A certain ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal
life?” 1 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God
alone. 2 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor your father and
mother.” 2" He replied, "I have kept all these since my youth.” 2> When Jesus heard this,
he said to him, “There is still one thing lacking. Sell all that you own and distribute the
money® to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” % But
when he heard this, he became sad; for he was very rich. #* Jesus looked at him and said,
"How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 2° Indeed, it is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to
enter the kingdom of God.”

26 Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” #” He replied, “What is impossible
for mortals is possible for God.”

28 Then Peter said, “Look, we have left our homes and followed you.” #? And he said to
them, “Truly | tell you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents
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or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, **who will not get back very much
more in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.”

A Third Time Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

31 Then he took the twelve aside and said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem,
and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be
accomplished. 32 For he will be handed over to the Gentiles; and he will be mocked and
insulted and spat upon. 33 After they have flogged him, they will kill him, and on the
third day he will rise again.” 3 But they understood nothing about all these things; in
fact, what he said was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.

Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar Near Jericho

3% As he approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. *® When
he heard a crowd going by, he asked what was happening. 3’ They told him, “Jesus of
Nazareth® is passing by.” 3 Then he shouted, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on
me!” 3 Those who were in front sternly ordered him to be quiet; but he shouted even
more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” *° Jesus stood still and ordered the man
to be brought to him; and when he came near, he asked him, #' “What do you want me
to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me see again.” ** Jesus said to him, “Receive your
sight; your faith has saved you.” ** Immediately he regained his sight and followed him,
glorifying God; and all the people, when they saw it, praised God.

Luke 19

Jesus and Zacchaeus

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2A man was there named Zacchaeus; he

was a chief tax collector and was rich. ®* He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on
account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. *So he ran ahead
and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. > When
Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come
down; for | must stay at your house today.” ®So he hurried down and was happy to
welcome him. ? All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest
of one who is a sinner.” ® Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my
possessions, Lord, | will give to the poor; and if | have defrauded anyone of anything, |
will pay back four times as much.” ® Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come
to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. '®For the Son of Man came to seek
out and to save the lost.”
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The Parable of the Ten Pounds

" As they were listening to this, he went on to tell a parable, because he was near
Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear
immediately. ' So he said, “A nobleman went to a distant country to get royal power for
himself and then return. ®He summoned ten of his slaves, and gave them ten
pounds,® and said to them, ‘Do business with these until | come back.’ ™ But the citizens
of his country hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not want this
man to rule over us.’ >When he returned, having received royal power, he ordered
these slaves, to whom he had given the money, to be summoned so that he might find
out what they had gained by trading. '® The first came forward and said, ‘'Lord, your
pound has made ten more pounds.’ " He said to him, ‘Well done, good slave! Because
you have been trustworthy in a very small thing, take charge of ten cities.' '® Then the
second came, saying, ‘Lord, your pound has made five pounds.’ ** He said to him, ‘And
you, rule over five cities.' 2 Then the other came, saying, ‘Lord, here is your pound. |
wrapped it up in a piece of cloth, 2" for | was afraid of you, because you are a harsh man;
you take what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.’ 2 He said to him, 'l
will judge you by your own words, you wicked slave! You knew, did you, that | was a
harsh man, taking what | did not deposit and reaping what | did not sow? # Why then
did you not put my money into the bank? Then when | returned, | could have collected
it with interest.’ #* He said to the bystanders, ‘Take the pound from him and give it to the
one who has ten pounds.’ ?* (And they said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten pounds!’) 26| tell
you, to all those who have, more will be given; but from those who have nothing, even
what they have will be taken away. 2’ But as for these enemies of mine who did not want
me to be king over them—>bring them here and slaughter them in my presence.”

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
28 After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

29 When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of
Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 3*® saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as
you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring
it here. 3'If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?' just say this, ‘The Lord needs
it.” 32So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. ** As they
were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 3* They
said, “The Lord needs it.” 3* Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks
on the colt, they set Jesus on it. * As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks
on the road. 3’ As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the
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whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all
the deeds of power that they had seen, 8 saying,

“Blessed is the king

who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,

and glory in the highest heaven!”
39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to
stop.” % He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”

Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem

“1As he came near and saw the city, he wept over it, ** saying, “If you, even you, had
only recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden
from your eyes. ** Indeed, the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up
ramparts around you and surround you, and hem you in on every side. ** They will crush
you to the ground, you and your children within you, and they will not leave within you
one stone upon another; because you did not recognize the time of your visitation from
God."®

Jesus Cleanses the Temple

*>Then he entered the temple and began to drive out those who were selling things
there; *¢ and he said, “It is written,

'‘My house shall be a house of prayer’;
but you have made it a den of robbers.”

T Every day he was teaching in the temple. The chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders
of the people kept looking for a way to kill him; “®but they did not find anything they
could do, for all the people were spellbound by what they heard.

Luke 20

The Authority of Jesus Questioned

One day, as he was teaching the people in the temple and telling the good news, the
chief priests and the scribes came with the elders 2and said to him, “Tell us, by what
authority are you doing these things? Who is it who gave you this authority?” *He
answered them, “I will also ask you a question, and you tell me: *Did the baptism of
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John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” ® They discussed it with one
another, saying, “If we say, 'From heaven,’ he will say, 'Why did you not believe
him? ®But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ all the people will stone us; for they are
convinced that John was a prophet.” 7 So they answered that they did not know where it
came from. 8 Then Jesus said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am
doing these things.”

The Parable of the Wicked Tenants

He began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, and leased it to
tenants, and went to another country for a long time. '® When the season came, he sent
a slave to the tenants in order that they might give him his share of the produce of the
vineyard; but the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. ' Next he sent
another slave; that one also they beat and insulted and sent away empty-handed. ' And
he sent still a third; this one also they wounded and threw out. * Then the owner of the
vineyard said, 'What shall | do? | will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect
him.' ™ But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it among themselves and said,
‘This is the heir; let us kill him so that the inheritance may be ours.’ '® So they threw him
out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to
them? ® He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When
they heard this, they said, “"Heaven forbid!” ' But he looked at them and said, “What
then does this text mean:

‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone’?=

'8 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on
whom it falls.” ' When the scribes and chief priests realized that he had told this parable
against them, they wanted to lay hands on him at that very hour, but they feared the
people.

The Question about Paying Taxes

20505 they watched him and sent spies who pretended to be honest, in order to trap him
by what he said, so as to hand him over to the jurisdiction and authority of the
governor. 2! So they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you are right in what you say
and teach, and you show deference to no one, but teach the way of God in accordance
with truth. #1s it lawful for us to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 2> But he perceived
their craftiness and said to them, *“Show me a denarius. Whose head and whose title
does it bear?” They said, “The emperor's.” 2 He said to them, “Then give to the emperor
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the things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's.” ¢ And they
were not able in the presence of the people to trap him by what he said; and being
amazed by his answer, they became silent.

The Question about the Resurrection

27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him ?®and asked
him a question, "Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife
but no children, the man® shall marry the widow and raise up children for his
brother. 2 Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; *® then
the second *'and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died
childless. 32 Finally the woman also died. 33 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will
the woman be? For the seven had married her.”

3 )Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in
marriage; > but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the
resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. *®Indeed they
cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being
children of the resurrection. 3’ And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself
showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. *® Now he is God not of the dead, but
of the living; for to him all of them are alive.” 3 Then some of the scribes answered,
“Teacher, you have spoken well.” **For they no longer dared to ask him another
question.

The Question about David’s Son

“1Then he said to them, "How can they say that the Messiaht is David's son? * For
David himself says in the book of Psalms,

‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
3 until I make your enemies your footstool.

"

44 David thus calls him Lord: so how can he be his son?”

Jesus Denounces the Scribes

%5 In the hearing of all the people he said to the® disciples, ¢ “Beware of the scribes, who

like to walk around in long robes, and love to be greeted with respect in the
marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at
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banquets. #’ They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long
prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”

Luke 21

The Widow’s Offering

He looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; 2 he also saw a
poor widow put in two small copper coins. ® He said, “Truly | tell you, this poor widow
has put in more than all of them;*for all of them have contributed out of their
abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on.”

The Destruction of the Temple Foretold

> When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones
and gifts dedicated to God, he said, ®“As for these things that you see, the days will
come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”

Signs and Persecutions

"They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about
to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in
my name and say, 'l am he!@ and, ‘'The time is near!"® Do not go after them.

®"When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must
take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” ' Then he said to them,
“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; " there will be great
earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful
portents and great signs from heaven.

2Byt before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you

over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors
because of my name. ** This will give you an opportunity to testify. "* So make up your
minds not to prepare your defense in advance; "> for | will give you words“and a
wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. *® You will
be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put
some of you to death. ' You will be hated by all because of my name. '® But not a hair
of your head will perish. * By your endurance you will gain your souls.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2021&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-30098a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2021&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-30098b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2021&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-30105c

The Destruction of Jerusalem Foretold

20\When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has

come near. 2! Then those in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those inside the city
must leave it, and those out in the country must not enter it; ? for these are days of
vengeance, as a fulfillment of all that is written. 2 Woe to those who are pregnant and
to those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will be great distress on the
earth and wrath against this people; 2*they will fall by the edge of the sword and be
taken away as captives among all nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled on by the
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

The Coming of the Son of Man

5 *There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 2 People will faint
from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. 2’ Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with
power and great glory. 2 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

The Lesson of the Fig Tree

29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; *®as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. *' So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is
near. * Truly | tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken
place. ** Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

Exhortation to Watch

34"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you
unexpectedly, 3 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole
earth. 3® Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these
things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

37 Every day he was teaching in the temple, and at night he would go out and spend the
night on the Mount of Olives, as it was called. *® And all the people would get up early in
the morning to listen to him in the temple.
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Luke 22

The Plot to Kill Jesus

Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was near. 2 The chief
priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus®to death, for they were
afraid of the people.

3Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; *he went
away and conferred with the chief priests and officers of the temple police about how
he might betray him to them.>They were greatly pleased and agreed to give him
money. ® So he consented and began to look for an opportunity to betray him to them
when no crowd was present.

The Preparation of the Passover

"Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be
sacrificed. 8 So Jesus® sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover meal
for us that we may eat it." ?They asked him, "Where do you want us to make
preparations for it?” '°“Listen,” he said to them, “when you have entered the city, a man
carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him into the house he enters ' and say to
the owner of the house, 'The teacher asks you, “Where is the guest room, where | may
eat the Passover with my disciples?”’ ' He will show you a large room upstairs, already
furnished. Make preparations for us there.” **So they went and found everything as he
had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper

“When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. '® He
said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before | suffer; '® for |
tell you, | will not eat ite until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” " Then he took a cup,
and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves; '®for | tell
you that from now on | will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
comes.”  Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.” ?* And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is
poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.« 2 But see, the one who betrays
me is with me, and his hand is on the table. #? For the Son of Man is going as it has been
determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!” 2 Then they began to ask
one another which one of them it could be who would do this.
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The Dispute about Greatness

24 A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the
greatest. #° But he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those
in authority over them are called benefactors. 26 But not so with you; rather the greatest
among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. ¥’ For
who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at
the table? But | am among you as one who serves.

28 "you are those who have stood by me in my trials; 2 and | confer on you, just as my

Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, 3° so that you may eat and drink at my table in
my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial

31 Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded® to sift all of you like wheat, 3 but | have

prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned
back, strengthen your brothers.” ** And he said to him, “Lord, | am ready to go with you
to prison and to death!” 3* Jesus® said, “I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day,
until you have denied three times that you know me.”

Purse, Bag, and Sword

3 He said to them, “When | sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack
anything?” They said, “No, not a thing.” 3 He said to them, “But now, the one who has a
purse must take it, and likewise a bag. And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak
and buy one. 3" For | tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in me, ‘And he was counted
among the lawless’; and indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled.” 8 They said,
“Lord, look, here are two swords.” He replied, “It is enough.”

Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives

3¥He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples
followed him. *° When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not
come into the time of trial.”s #' Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw,
knelt down, and prayed, #? “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not
my will but yours be done.” [** Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave
him strength. #*In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like
great drops of blood falling down on the ground.]]® *® When he got up from prayer, he
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f 4% and he said to them,

i)

came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of grie
“Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.

The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

*TWhile he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of
the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; *® but Jesus said to him,
“Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?" *® When those who were
around him saw what was coming, they asked, “Lord, should we strike with the
sword?” *° Then one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right
ear. °' But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. *? Then
Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police, and the elders who had
come for him, “Have you come out with swords and clubs as if | were a bandit? ** When
| was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your
hour, and the power of darkness!”

Peter Denies Jesus

>4 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's house. But
Peter was following at a distance. ** When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the
courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. *® Then a servant-girl, seeing
him in the firelight, stared at him and said, “This man also was with him.” >’ But he
denied it, saying, “Woman, | do not know him.” *® A little later someone else, on seeing
him, said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, | am not!” *® Then about an
hour later still another kept insisting, “Surely this man also was with him; for he is a
Galilean.” ®® But Peter said, “Man, | do not know what you are talking about!” At that
moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. ¢! The Lord turned and looked at
Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before
the cock crows today, you will deny me three times.” ® And he went out and wept
bitterly.

The Mocking and Beating of Jesus

® Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; ® they also
blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?” ® They kept
heaping many other insults on him.
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Jesus before the Council

% When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and
scribes, gathered together, and they brought him to their council. ¢ They said, “If you
are the Messiah,u tell us.” He replied, “If | tell you, you will not believe; ®® and if | question
you, you will not answer. ® But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right
hand of the power of God.” " All of them asked, “Are you, then, the Son of God?" He
said to them, “You say that | am.” "' Then they said, "What further testimony do we
need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!”

Luke 23

Jesus before Pilate

Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus® before Pilate. 2 They began to
accuse him, saying, "We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay
taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.”= 3 Then Pilate
asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?" He answered, “You say so.” * Then Pilate said
to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation against this
man.” > But they were insistent and said, “He stirs up the people by teaching throughout
all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place.”

Jesus before Herod

®When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. ” And when he
learned that he was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was
himself in Jerusalem at that time. ® When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had
been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and was
hoping to see him perform some sign.?He questioned him at some length, but
Jesus gave him no answer. ' The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently
accusing him. " Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked
him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. > That same day
Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies.

Jesus Sentenced to Death

'3 pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, '*and said to
them, "You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here | have
examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your
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charges against him. '*> Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has
done nothing to deserve death. ®1 will therefore have him flogged and release him."

"®Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for
us!” 1 (This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken
place in the city, and for murder.) ?° Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them
again; 2" but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22 A third time he said to them,
“Why, what evil has he done? | have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; |
will therefore have him flogged and then release him.” 2 But they kept urgently
demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their voices prevailed. ?* So
Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. #* He released the man they
asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he
handed Jesus over as they wished.

The Crucifixion of Jesus

26 As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the
country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 2’ A great
number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating
their breasts and wailing for him. 2 But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. ?° For the
days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that
never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ *® Then they will begin to say to the
mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ *! For if they do this when the wood is
green, what will happen when it is dry?”

32Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with
him. 3* When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus® there
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [[3* Then Jesus said, “Father,
forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”]]” And they cast lots to divide
his clothing. ** And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him,
saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah@ of God, his chosen
one!” ** The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, ** and
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourselfl” 23 There was also an inscription
over him,® "This is the King of the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding® him and saying, “Are you
not the Messiah?u Save yourself and us!” *° But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? ' And we
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds,
but this man has done nothing wrong.” ** Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you
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come intot your kingdom.” ** He replied, “Truly | tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise.”

The Death of Jesus

* It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land® until three in the
afternoon, *®* while the sun’s light failed;™ and the curtain of the temple was torn in
two. *® Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands | commend my
spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. #” When the centurion saw what had taken
place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.”® *8 And when all the
crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they
returned home, beating their breasts. *° But all his acquaintances, including the women
who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.

The Burial of Jesus

*% Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a member of
the council, " had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town of
Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God. *2 This man went to
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. ** Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen
cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. ** It was the day
of Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning.© ** The women who had come with him
from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid. *® Then they
returned, and prepared spices and ointments.

On the sabbath they rested according to the commandment.
Luke 24

The Resurrection of Jesus

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices
that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, * but when
they went in, they did not find the body.w *While they were perplexed about this,
suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. ® The woment were terrified
and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men® said to them, “Why do you look for
the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. ® Remember how he told you,
while he was still in Galilee, ” that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and
be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 2 Then they remembered his words, ® and
returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. ' Now it was
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Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them
who told this to the apostles. ' But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they
did not believe them. '? But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in,
he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had
happened.®

The Walk to Emmaus

* Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven milest from Jerusalem, *and talking with each other about all these things that
had happened. '® While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and
went with them, "®but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. ' And he said to
them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still,
looking sad.@ ' Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you
the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place
there in these days?” ' He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about
Jesus of Nazareth,” who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people, 2°and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to
death and crucified him. 2! But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.t Yes,
and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. > Moreover,
some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this
morning, 2 and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that
they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 2 Some of those
who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they
did not see him.” # Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 2® Was it not necessary that the
Messiahv should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 2’ Then beginning
with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all
the scriptures.

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he
were going on. 2 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost
evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. ** When he
was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to
them. 3! Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from
their sight. 2 They said to each other, “"Were not our hearts burning within us® while he
was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” ** That same
hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their
companions gathered together. ** They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he
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has appeared to Simon!” ** Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Jesus Appears to His Disciples

36 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them,
"Peace be with you."t3” They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were
seeing a ghost. *® He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in
your hearts? 3 Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and see;
for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that | have.” *® And when he had
said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.= ! While in their joy they were
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to
eat?” *? They gave him a piece of broiled fish, ** and he took it and ate in their presence.

*Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled.” ** Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, “¢ and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah® is to suffer and to
rise from the dead on the third day, #” and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.*®You are
witnesses® of these things. *® And see, | am sending upon you what my Father promised;
so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

The Ascension of Jesus

*Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. > While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into
heaven.= 2 And they worshiped him, and« returned to Jerusalem with great joy; ** and
they were continually in the temple blessing God.=
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